
Three’s Company

for Guitar Trio

by

Andrew Forrest

This is a set of six trios for players of standards between grades I and III (as per The Associated Board

of the Royal Schools of Music, London or Trinity Guildhall, London). Whilst all are of modest

difficulty, they all highlight different problems of ensemble playing, be it the handling of polyphony,

playing off-beat rhythms, or blending tonally and dynamically. But first and foremost, they are fun to

play.

Old Swansea Town

This arrangement makes use of imitation, usually the second part imitating the first although the third

part gets its chance towards the end.

Beijing Street

Guitar 3 must provide a powerful driving pulse in the opening measures (on the accented bass notes).

Guitars 1 and 2 should try to effect the staccato articulation. Guitar 1’s part in the second section is

tricky until the left-hand work is streamlined. Practise the slurs and also hold the 1st. finger on A for

the second half of each measure. Guitar two must be bold and strong in this section.

Askham

The rhythms of this piece are trickier to read than to play. Always keep the tone warm and blending to

give a consistent harmonic effect. The eight-eight section may look worrying but the fingering is

simple. The eighth notes are grouped to reflect the phrasing to be achieved - note that the parts are not

always the same in this respect.

Ukraine Dance

Probably the hardest piece of the set. It’s fast, guitar 2 has to cope with off-beat notes, there are

dramatic changes in tempo and dynamics .... but we all need a little challenge, don’t we?

Dashing Away with a Smoothing Iron

An easier piece. Count two in a bar and play it with a well accented beat.

The Skye Boat Song

A well-loved Scottish song. No dynamics are indicated but generally aim for a gentle melancholy and

play as expressively as you can. Tempo about 60 dotted crotchets (quarter notes) per minute.

In the event of a public performance, please include

the composer’s and arranger’s name on the programme.

http://www.forrestguitarensembles.co.uk
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